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Towards a Culture of Peace and Reconciliation has been the third large and long term in a series of 
Bophana Center programs that brought distinguished scholars and young Khmer students working on 
arts and peace. The Phnom Penh-based Center is engaged in reflection and conversation on pragmatic 
and philosophical/theoretical issues around the past, memory and the emerging of a new Khmer 
identity.  
 
An initial training, sponsored by the French Development Agency in 2010, invited scholars and 
practitioners to explore questions about the relationship between coexistence and the quest for 
justice. A second programme, taking place in 2013 over eighteen months, convened ten scholars, 
educators, activists and judges to reflect on international courts, human rights and intervention.  
 
Like the first two rounds, Towards a Culture of Peace and Reconciliation was designed to generate 
resources and momentum for a larger inquiry within Cambodia’s society to which the Center had 
committed itself, in this case to explore “creative approaches to coexistence and reconciliation.” 
 
Based on brainstorming among academic, civil society and institutional partners, talks with donors 
and listening to the youth of Cambodia through the Center’s outreach activities, it emerged from dual 
convictions. First, the steering committee has firm belief in that artists and cultural workers practicing 
in historically conflicted communities contribute in significant ways both to the actual practice of 
peacebuilding and reconciliation as well as to on-going conversations about the meanings of 
‘reconciliation’ and the nature of effective conciliatory practice.  
 
Secondly, we understand that the practice of young creative producers in peacebuilding is under-
resourced and that their contributions are under-recognized; their aspired work, therefore, can and 
should be strengthened through a variety of means, including educational opportunities, and by use 
of new technologies that speak to them. As a learning institution concerned with the practical and 
theoretical terrain at the convergence of peacebuilding and the arts and cultural work, Bophana 
Center endeavored to provide such an educational opportunity. 
 


