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This presentation examines the limits of testimony and witnessing in the third part of I Live Here 

(2008), a four-volume project, edited by Canadian actress Mia Kirshner, funded by Amnesty 

International and bearing witness to traumatic stories of people from Chechnya, Burma, Mexico and 

Malawi, narrated via journal entries, graphic novellas, photographs and fabric art. Focusing on 

Juarez, this paper investigates Kirshner and Phoebe Gloeckner’s representations of the limitations of 

their witnessing of trauma in Juarez, a border city between Mexico and the U.S., where young 

women have been disappearing since the 1990s to be found later, murdered with signs of abuse and 

rape. Mexico is one among the 25 countries with the highest percentages of femicides around the 

globe, placed 6th with regards to gender crimes, “with a rate 15 times higher than the global 

average” (Lopez, n.pag). The crimes against young women that have been taking place since the 

1990s in Juarez and remain largely unpunished, have gradually started gaining activist attention 

aiming at raising global awareness about them. Kirsher and Gloeckner’s works form an example of 

an attempt to mediate the trauma of the victims’ families and the seriousness of the crimes to 

Western Anglophone readers. Examining the hybrid media used by Kirshner and Gloeckner, the 

paper proposes that the limitations they present, arising from the cultural and linguistic distance 

between the interviewers/creative practitioners and the people affected by the crimes, do not 

prevent the book from visually capturing trauma, but, rather, they simultaneously foreground the 

responsibilities of the interviewers/artists in a distinctly feminist way. Particularly, the paper focuses 

on Kirshner and Gloeckner’s incorporation of photographs in their narratives of the missing and 

abused girls of Juarez. Drawing from Judith Butler’s The Frames of War in terms of how photographs 

are always-already partial interpretations of war scenes and not objective representations, the 

paper examines the affective and political impact of photographs embedded in testimonial 

narratives by friends and family members of victims and in the artistic recreations of the crimes (65-

67). Similarly to Hillary L. Chute in Disaster Drawn: Visual Witness, Comics and Documentary Form, I 

examine the relationship between aesthetics and ethics in relation to the representation of others’ 

trauma, by paying attention to Kirshner and Gloeckner’s artistic choices (3-4). I propose that the 

visual components of their testimonial narratives succeed in mediating in a haunting, feminist way 

the gap created in family structures because of the disappearance of these girls, the devaluation of 

female lives and the reduction of the murdered women and girls to objects, and particularly, to dolls, 

while at the same time foregrounding the fact of their humanity.  As such, I suggest that these texts 

counter the mainstream de-humanization of the Juarez women and girls, while displaying the risks 

and responsibilities entailed in an outsider’s recreation of others’ collective trauma. In addition, they 



call for ethical and responsible readings as acts of secondary witnessing that will allow these 

testimonies to have a political impact and to function as “alternative jurisdictions” where the victims 

are respected and the crimes are acknowledged (Gilmore 715).  
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