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Since the collapse of East Germany almost three decades ago, many victims of the regime have given 
testimony as well as a number of perpetrators. Increasingly we are seeing their children offer testimony 
in the form of published memoirs and autobiographies. A second generation of victims of communism, 
or more accurately a 1.5 generation, which accompanied their dissident parents into West German exile 
in the 70s and 80s, has begun to write their memoirs detailing their side of the exile experience. A 
parallel development can be seen in memoirs by the offspring of parents who count among the GDR’s 
perpetrators—Stasi double agents and Stasi informers in the West—who have chosen to add their 
account to the historical record. An interesting example of this new genre, is the work Verratene Kinder 
(2003) by two second generation eye-witnesses, Edina Stiller, the daughter of infamous Stasi double 
agent Werner Stiller, who defected to the West in 1979, and Nicole Glocke, the daughter of one of 
Stiller’s western agents, who was arrested after Stiller’s defection. A further example is Thomas 
Raufeisen’s memoir Der Tag, an dem uns Vater erzählte, dass er ein DDR-Spion sei: Eine deutsche 
Tragödie (2010) about the misfortunes of his family who were forced to go into hiding in the GDR, after 
his father, another of Stiller’s Stasi agents in the West, was recalled to avoid being arrested. In this paper 
I explore what role culture as testimony plays for this second generation of perpetrators before offering 
some brief suggestions as to how we should read this testimony in terms of empathetic witnessing and 
an “affective hermeneutics” (Felski). Both texts can be read as examples of second-generation trauma 
testimony, which appears to thoroughly blur the boundaries between victim and perpetrator, and East 
and West. Drawing on research on perpetrator trauma in Nazi children, I attempt to identify the nature 
of the trauma in these works. Starting with Dan Bar-On’s theory of the “double wall phenomenon” of 
silence that he found between the Nazi generation and their children, I analyse the legacies of the first 
generation of Stasi officers and spies in the life histories of their children. In addition to silence I contend 
it was betrayal, the erosion of trust and the pervasive culture of lies and secrecy which caused 
irreparable damage to the intergenerational relationship.   

 


